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Ecocity

Post-carbon Cities

Carfree Settlements

Transit Oriented Development
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An ECOCITY is composed of 

compact, pedestrian-oriented, mixed-use 
quarters or neighbourhoods, 

which are integrated into a polycentric urban 
system in public-transport-oriented locations 

and consist of solar-oriented buildings with high 
insulation standard. 

It is powered as far as possible from renewable 
energy sources and water is used efficiently.
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In combination with attractively designed public 
spaces, integrating green areas and objects of 
cultural heritage to create varied surroundings, 
an ECOCITY should be an attractive place to 
live and work. 

Such sustainable and liveable structures 
contribute to the health, safety and well-being 
of the inhabitants and their identification with 
the ECOCITY.
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City of  
human scale  
and urbanity 

City of   
qualified  
density 

City of  
minimised 
demand 
 for land  

City with  
public space for 

everyday life  

 
 City of  

 short distances 
 

City of  
bioclimatic 

comfort 

City of 
pedestrians  
 and cyclists 

City of 
development 

concentrated at 
suitable sites 

City of  
reduction, re-use 
and recycling of 

waste 

City as  
network of urban 

quarters 

City in 
balance with 

nature 

City of 
citizen 

participation 

City for  
strong local  

economy 

City with 
integrated  

green areas 

City integrated 
 into global 

communication 
networks 

City with  
new balance of 

concentration and 
decentralisation 

City of   
balanced  
mixed use  

City of 
accessibility  
for everyone 

City  
contributing to 
closed water 

cycles 

City of 
sustainable 

lifestyle  

City as power 
station of 
renewable 
energies  

City integrated  
into the 

surrounding 
region  

City of  
minimised  

energy 
consumption  

City of  
cultural  

identity and  
social diversity  

Vision 
of an 
ECOCITY 

City of  
health, safety  

and well-being  

City of  
public transport 
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Urban patterns for pedestrians

� Most important for making an urban structure appropriate for
pedestrians is the accessibility of a maximum number of 
destinations (necessary facilities) within short distances, which 
requires: 
- a qualified urban density and a limited size of the area
(compact city) as well as

- a balanced mixed use (facilities for living, working, supply 
with  goods and services etc.)
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Urban patterns for pedestrians

� and most important for making an urban structure appropriate 
for pedestrians is also an attractive public space
characterised by:
- a net of streets and squares with buildings showing varied facades 
as well as open space elements and architecture in a high aesthetic 
quality
- Limitation of automobile traffic to only absolutely indispensable trips 
within the quarter
- Pathways for prams, wheel-chairs and shopping trolleys free of 
obstacles
- Seamless weather protection for pedestrians (arcades, etc.), 
particularly in the central area.
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Urban patterns for public transport

� Most important for making an urban structure 
appropriate for public transport is the selection of
suitable sites for new construction respectively for a 
new settlement to achieve: 
- a linear polycentric development and
- a decentralised concentration in walking distance 
around stops (stations) .
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38 m2Private green area per inhabitant304 m2

29 m2Public green area per inhabitant0 - 5 m2

25 m2Street area per inhabitant102 m2

32 m2Built-up area per inhabitant62 m2

42.300 m2Gross floor area of other facilities0 m2

79.260 m2Gross floor area dwellings34.000 m2

790Residential units152

EcocitySprawl
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Modal Split

Leisuretime

Shopping

Working

Walking
cycling
public
transport
car

other

&1����� 7 �	����	��������



�������� ��	 
�� 
�	��� ���
	���
�
����	�� �������
����� ��
�
�	�����	
�
��� ��	������
��� �!""#

Example - Freiburg Vauban
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Example - Freiburg Vauban
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